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“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Over the past 45 years I've met many people who pray to be “filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Not many Baptists!)
People want the wisdom, the power, the joy, the peace — the “stuff’ that supposedly comes with the filling. Why,
then, do we seem to experience so little of all this? I’'m not so sure we want Him as “Holy” Spirit. Perhaps we want
Him as “Happy” Spirit! We say we want the “fruit of the Spirit”. Why, then, is that in such short supply? Could it be
we want it in order to be “successful” but not “sacrificial”? We ask the Holy Spirit to help us, but what if the way of
the Spirit is to help Himself to us... for HIS HOLY PURPOSES!

Holiness is a big deal in the Bible (in both the Old and New Testaments). The very call of God to man is a holy
invitation to partake of His holy nature. To radiate His holy character for His holy purposes. God’s holiness is the
totality of His attributes, the fullness of His perfections by which He exists above and beyond all else. (Is 40:25;
43:10-13; 46:5; 57:15) As Holy, Holy, Holy God, there is no other like Him. He is in a category unto Himself (Ex
15:11), yet He invites us into that category (Ex 15:13). “Holy” may be the most Divine descriptor of God in the Old
Testament. In the New Testament, nothing about God changed... except His dwelling place on earth. Therein, the
locus of God and His holiness on earth is a Person, a human person... Jesus Christ.

When we trust in Jesus Christ as Savior, His Holy Spirit takes up residence in our human spirits (Acts 2; Ga
3:2; Eph 1:13-14; 2:18; 5:18), recreating us as “saints”, “holy ones” (I Pet 1:15,15; 2:9). We become “sanctified”,
“holified” (Heb 10:10). This is an accomplished reality for everyone born from above. This is the new creation
condition of everyone who receives the Holy Spirit (I Cor 1:2). Holiness is now a livable condition for every son
and daughter of God because of Who lives in us. Holiness, for all of its heavenly otherness, is very “earthy”. For
all of its eternity, it is very daily. For all of its uncommonness, it is for the common lives in which we live.

Holiness stands at the very beginning of the Christian life (I Cor 1:30-31). “By His doing...” — only God can
“holify” a thing! “In Christ Jesus...” — the crucified, living Christ is our sanctification! Out of Him alone we initially
receive and continually derive all we need to function as His holy ones. “So that...” — so that, if you are boasting of
any self-acquired, self-generated, self-attained holiness — STOP IT! You may boast, but only of the Doer, the
Sanctifier, the Source of all holiness. There are no self-exalting saints. We may boast, but only of our holy, holy,
holy God!
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